
 

 

  

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
Henry Gregor Felsen (1913–1995) was one of America’s most influential automotive authors, best known 

for capturing the spirit of teenage car culture in the 1950s. Living and working in Des Moines, Iowa, Felsen 

drew inspiration from the local hot rod and drag racing scene, turning real-life stories into fast-paced novels 

that spoke directly to young drivers of the era. 

His books didn’t just celebrate speed—they emphasized responsibility behind the wheel, helping shape a 

generation of car enthusiasts. Today, his stories remain a lasting tribute to the golden age of hot rods, making 

Des Moines a meaningful backdrop in preserving his legacy. 

 Why We Celebrate Him: 

Felsen’s connection to Des 

Moines and his passion for 

car culture make him a 

perfect symbol of the era 

we honor; where chrome, 

horsepower, and 

storytelling came together 

to inspire generations of 

street rodders and dreamers 

alike. 

Felsen’s Hot Rod Book Series: 
Hot Rod (1950) Rag Top (1954) 
Street Rod (1953) Crash Club (1958) 
Fever Heat (1954) Road Rocket (1960) 


